
Sacramental Preparation 

Preparation for First Reconciliation, First Communion, and Confirmation involves participation in Generation 
of Faith activities as well as additional sessions. Preparation for 1st Reconciliation and Eucharist also 
includes learning centers on the topics of Reconciliation and Eucharist. Children who attend public school 
attend designated Tuesday classes. Confirmation prep also includes learning centers, faith sharing groups 
and service projects. 

Adults  

In the past, Going Deeper for 
adults has included: informal 
question/answer sessions with 
either the pastor or the resident 
associate; invited speakers; 
movies with a message; 
discussion with area experts, or 
videos of experts on the topic. 
Following the presentation is a 
time of small group/large group   
discussions. 

 Youth 

Going Deeper sessions for Middle 
School and High School will be 30 
minutes for large group, 30 
minutes for small groups, followed 
by a 30 minute social activity. It is 
a time to delve into our topics 
deeper by exploring, asking, and 
participating in activities that are 
designed for the youth group 
experience. 

Schedule for Children, Youth and Adults  

6:30ï 8:00 pm 
Please note that all sessions are held at the same time and date. 

         CHILDREN (grades 1-5) YOUTH (grades 6-10)  ADULTS (grade 11 +) 

Wed., Oct. 27, 2010 Mary, Mother of God  Honoring Mary   Whoõs Who in Heaven 
Wed., Dec. 1, 2010 Jesusõ Birth   True God, True Man  Living our God-given Potential 
Wed., Jan. 19, 2011 What Makes Catholics Special Deeply Rooted in Jesus  A Sacramental View 
Wed., Feb. 23, 2011 Jesus Is Risen   Celebrating the Resurrection Risking the Leap of Faith 
Wed., Mar. 23, 2011 Following Jesus   Body of Christ   Growing Spiritually for Life 

Sunday School 
For children ages 3, 4, 5 

Classes are held during the 8:30 and 
10 Masses on selected Sundays, 
Oct.3- April 10. Registration is 
required. 

 

Youth Scripture Study 
For children in grades 6-12  

This discussion-based study starts 
with exploring the Scripture readings 
for the coming Sunday. Choose one 
of the meetings to attend on Sunday 
evening or Tuesday evenings. Email 
yss@resurrection -catholic.org for 
more information or to sign up. 

Catholic Scripture Study 
For Adults 

Jeff Cavins makes the Catholic faith 
come alive in Catholicism 101  run-
ning Sept-Nov. Cavins explains the 
basics of Catholicism in drawing upon 
the Bible, Catechism, & personal an-
ecdotes. Starting in Jan., Cavins pro-
vides an overview of the Bible & how 
God has revealed himself to men 
through history in the Bible Timeline , 
an intro to salvation history & a perfect 
way to begin study of the Bible. Both 
studies include small group discussion 
& DVD presentations. Meetings are 
Th. 9:15-11am or Th. 7-9pm. There is 
a nominal fee to cover costs. 

Lenten Study Groups 
For Adults 

Participants meet weekly to read, 
reflect, discuss and pray in small 
groups at church or in homes from 
March 6-April 17. The 2011 study 
will explore a different part of Mass 
each week along with breaking open 
the upcoming Sunday scripture read-
ings. Together we will discover how 
our words, symbols, and gestures 
form and inform us to live a deeper 
and richer Christian life. We will also 
look at the revised Mass texts and 
gain a solid understanding of the 
changes coming in Advent 2011. 

Children 

This is new this year to the 
Curriculum and will be offered at 
the same time as the youth and 
adult sessions. A large group 
teaching activity will be planned, 
as well as fun activities including 
crafts, videos, and music.  We will 
explore and learn more about how 
to be a better follower of Jesus as 
it relates to the liturgical year. 

 

Generations of Faith (GOF) is an approach to 

faith formation that equips the parish to 

become a community of learning by creating 

lifelong faith formation that is centered in the 

events of church life, embraces all ages and 

generations, and promotes faith growth at 

home, through parish preparation programs, 

and most importantly, through participation 

in church life centered on the Eucharist .  

Parish Night 

Parish Night gathers the entire parish family 

together. It is one of the key components of faith 

formation at Resurrection along with Going Deeper 

and Expanding Horizons. It is a time for individual 

households to gather with their parish family to pray 

and learn together.    

Parish Family = Every Household (married, 

unmarried, with or without children, single, old, 

young, Catholic or non catholicðall generations)   

Each parish night includes a meal, prayer, and 

teaching on a chosen theme with break-out sessions 

for specific age groups.  

Going Deeper 

Going Deeper is another component of faith 

formation at Resurrection. The purpose of these one-

night sessions is to provide another opportunity to 

clarify and reach a deeper understanding of the 

selected parish night themes in a more informal 

setting.  These sessions allow time for peer groups 

to reflect and enter into discussion on what they 

experienced at Expanding Horizons, on Parish Night 

and through the liturgical celebration. Adults, youth, 

and children will meet at the same time but at 

different locations within the building. 

Expanding Horizons 

Expanding Horizons is one of three, equally 

important Generations of Faith learning opportunities 

Resurrection offers to accommodate busy lifestyles, 

different age groups, and learning styles. Expanding 

Horizons are self-guided learning centers that 

provide depth and variety to the themes which are 

presented on Parish Nightsïtopics central to our 

faith. Expanding Horizons are intended for all 

parishioners, with separate centers for adults, youth, 

and children.  



A Typical Parish Night   

¶ The Parish Night begins with all coming together for 
opening prayer in the main church. This lasts about 
15-20 minutes and usually includes Scripture and 
celebrating in song. 

¶ We then move to age-specific sessions that last about 
1 hour. Adults remain in the main church with Fr. 
Kevin and children are dismissed by age groups to 
the Great Hall and classrooms. 

¶ Next, those adults with children in grades 1-9 present 
join their children in the Great Hall for family time 
where for 20 minutes they discuss what theyôve 
learned. All other adults remain with Fr. Kevin in the 
main church and discuss the same topics. 

¶ At the end of family time, all gather at the Baptismal 
font in the Gathering Space for closing prayer which 
lasts about 10 minutes. 

¶ A meal is served in the Great Hall for 1/2 hour at the 
beginning of the night on Monday and Wednesday. 
On Sundays, the KCôs Pancake Breakfast is available 
prior to the learning activities. 

Meal 

Every Parish Night includes a sit down meal in the 
Great Hall. Sundayôs meal is the Pancake breakfast at 
12:30 PM, served by the Knights of Columbus. 
Mondayôs meal is served at 5:30 PM. Wednesdayôs 
meal is served at 6:00 PM. This meal is a special time 
for community building within our parish family. We 
request your prompt presence at the designated 
serving time. 

Opening and Closing Prayers 

Think of these prayers as spiritual bookends for the 
Parish Nights.  The opening prayer service is 15-20 
minutes long and designed to touch on the theme of 
the night, to heighten our awareness of what we will be 
learning and discussing.   
 
Our closing prayer is somewhat shorter (5-10 minutes) 
and serves to tie the whole evening together. After 
having learned more about our faith, we go forth with 
Godôs blessing to live it. 

Home Kit Materials 
An important part of Parish Night is picking up materials 
laid out on tables in the Gathering Space or by the 
Great Hall. There are materials for all ages that support 
the main topic. You choose which materials appeal to 
you. These resources are provided in hopes that the 
information will encourage and assist you in continuing 
the conversation at home, offer helpful suggestions for 
family or individual activities, and aid in deepening your 
knowledge of the Catholic faith. 

Age Specific Breakout Sessions 

Adults (grade 11 and older) 
All adults, young and old, with and without children, are the focus of 
Father Kevinôs teaching sessions.  He uses the Bible and the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church as the foundation for his 
comments, adding his own unique insights and style.  These 
sessions are instructional and fun, and sharing is always a 
respected individual option.   In the same night, parents also spend 
20 minutes with their children (grades 1-10) to share what they have 

learned in a family style activity.   

Youth 
Grades 6-8 will meet for age appropriate lessons on the topic of the 
night.  During this time a variety of activities will be done in large and 
small group formats.   
Grade 9 will meet with grades 6-8 until they form their faith-sharing 
groups in February, 2011. At that time they will join the adult session 
as a faith sharing group.  
Grade 10 will be participating with the adults.  Each faith-sharing 
group will sit together and discuss the questions Fr. Kevin presents 
in the large group. 

Children 
In grades 1-5, the children are separated from their parents for age-
specific learning. For an hour, the children are instructed using 
various activities on the eveningôs topic. This year we will be 
learning about the Liturgical Year. Following a large group 
presentation, the children will further divide into two groups: grades 
1, 2, 3 and grades 4, 5 with teachers helping them with the activities. 

Pre-school  
Sessions for ages 3, 4, 5 are held during the Sunday, Monday, and 
Wednesday Parish Nights. Our lesson is based on the topic for the 
parish night, and is very similar to a Sunday School class. Children 
in this session do not attend family time; they have a longer session 

instead. 

Nursery Child Care 
Child care will be available all three nights for infants and toddlers. 
The nursery is located in Room F (Emmaus). We encourage parents 
to check in before the activities begin. However, toddlers are 
welcome at anytime throughout the parish night. 

Family Time 

At the end of the age-specific hour, the parents will join their children 
in the Great Hall for about 20 minutes to discuss what theyôve 
learned. Guided by age-specific questions/activities, this is a model 
for sharing your faith with your families. Adults that do not have 
children in grades 1 through 9 present stay together for discussion 
of the same questions at an adult level. 

2010 - 2011 Parish Nights  

Choose one time to attend for each topic: 
Sun. 1:15-3:15 pm, Mon. 5:30-8:00 pm or Wed. 6:00-8:30 pm 

Oct. 10, 11, 13 Celebrate the Saints 
Nov. 14, 15, 17 Celebrate His Coming 
Jan. 9, 10, 12 Celebrate òRiteó  
Feb. 13, 14, 16 Celebrate His Resurrection 
Mar. 13, 14, 16 Celebrate the Days of Our Lives 

What does Expanding Horizons look like? 

Expanding Horizons are interactive stations or 
displays set up in the Great Hall. A variety of media 
are used to convey basic information, assist in the 
experience of the mysteries of our faith, and open 
our eyes to intriguing and exciting aspects of faith 
we have not yet considered. 

Before entering the Great Hall, participants sign in 
and pick up a Guidebook which provides the layout 
and gives basic directions. As one moves through 
the display area, poster boards may prompt the 
reader with intriguing questions. Information may be 
presented in a variety of ways such as instructional 
booklets and display cards for the reader or 
photographs and art work arranged museum style 
for the visual learner. Music, poetry or storytelling 
may be presented via CD or DVD video programs 
that may offer recognized theologians, historical 
background or the necessary imagery to convey 
difficult faith ideas and concepts. 

 A resource table showcases selected books and 
handouts that speak to the topic. 

Why is Resurrection doing Expanding 
Horizons? 

Expanding Horizons developed in response to 
needs expressed in the Generations of Faith 
evaluations.  Parishioners were saying, ñI donôt like 
sharing my faith with others because I feel I donôt 
know enough.ò  ñThe Generations of Faith Parish 
Nights do not fit with our household schedule; we 
need more flexibility.ò  ñIôm uncomfortable in a large 
group setting.ò  ñParish Night alone does not provide 
enough time to adequately teach and experience 
the topic.ò 

When is Expanding Horizons offered? 

It is offered following the fall Kick-off for Generations 
of Faith (GOF). The topic explored supports the 
themes of Parish Night and Going Deeper and allows 
for greater depth of knowledge.    

Expanding Horizons is available in the Great Hall for 
an extended length of time. Parishioners can come 
anytime between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. This is a self-
guided experience allowing participants to move at 
their own pace and engage in learning with a spouse, 
child, friend, neighbor, or individually.   There are 
three levels of activities: Adults (grades 10 and older), 
Youth (Grades 5-9), and Children (Grades 1-4). While 
the stations for children are specifically designed for 
Parent/Child learning, all levels are open to any 
parishioner. You may choose the one thatôs right for 
you. Come as often as you want.  

Canõt make it during the scheduled dates? 

To accommodate those who cannot attend during the 
scheduled days in the Great Hall, we will consolidate 
some of the display elements into a single, smaller 
display in the Gathering Space. Please make an effort 
to spend some time in this area.  
 

We also post much of the information as documents 
on our website so you can read it at your leisure in the 
comfort of your home. 

www.resurrection -catholic.org/gof  
 

Parent/Child Learning Centers 

These are a hands-on learning approach to introduce 
our children/youth in grades 1-8 and the 10th grade 
confirmation candidates to Catholic teachings. 
Centers for children grades 1-4 must have children 
accompanied by a parent.  Children/youth in grades 5
-8 can complete the centers on their own. It will take 
about one hour to finish the centers, which will be set-
up in the Great Hall. 

2010 - 2011  

Expanding Horizons  

Celebrate the Church Year 
September 24-October 6, 2010 

Come to the Great Hall anytime  
between 9 am and 9 pm. 

Parent/Child Learning Centers  

Celebrate the Church Year Sept. 25-Oct. 6 
2nd Grade Reconciliation Learning Centers Oct. 31 
Advent/Christmas Learning Centers Dec. 6-9 
10th Grade Confirmation Learning Centers Feb. 1-2 
2nd Grade Eucharist Learning Centers Feb. 27 
Lent/Easter Learning Centers Mar. 7-10 


