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ñI baptize with water; but there is one 

among you whom you do not recognize, 

the one who is to come after me, whose 

sandal strap Iôm not worthy to untie.ò 

John the Baptist says this when baptizing 

at the  Jordan.  You and I in our 

comfortable existence might say, ñBoy is 

his thinking shame-based.  He doesnôt 

think heôs worthy to untie Jesusô sandal 

strap.  You canôt give that much power to 

Jesus to make you feel that bad.  After 

all, arenôt we supposed to feel good about  

ourselves and gifts and talents?ò Letôs 

take a look at the thinking behind John 

the Baptistôs remark. 
 

John the Baptist and many people of the 

Mediterranean culture of his time used 

exaggeration and hyperbole to make their 

point.  You see this in many Gospel 

stories e.g. ñit is easier for a camel to 

pass through the eye of a needle than for 

a rich man to enter the Kingdom of 

God.ò  So when John says heôs not 

worthy to untie Jesusô sandal strap, his 

point is this:  I do this (baptize) so that I 

straighten your path to accept the one 

who is to come, the one who will save 

Israel (US!) from their/our sins.  Heôs 

telling us to put ourselves in right 

relationship with Jesus Christ.  We arenôt 

the one who is to come, Jesus is the one 

who is to come!  We need to turn to Him, 

not because weôre terrible awful people 

who arenôt worthy of untying a sandal 

strap.  We turn to him because we seek 

help because our false pride keeps us 

from acknowledging our need of His 

forgiveness and reconciliation.  John the 

Baptist says, make your path straight. 

This week we have opportunities to make 

the path straight by reconciliation and 

clearing the sin and the obstacles out of 

our life so that we welcome the coming 

of Jesus Christ this Christmas in not just 

our old ways, but, maybe in a new and  

exciting way that we never saw before. 

You might end up saying, ñI never saw 

that coming!ò and mean it. 
 

This Tuesday night we have our 

Communal Reconciliation service for our 

parish and our 2nd graders who receive 

this sacrament for the first time. We 

welcome little ones to Jesusô love and 

mercy;  may you all experience it 

warmly.  We have this important 

opportunity to prepare ourselves for the 

Lordôs coming as individuals, families 

and community by celebration this 

wonderful sacrament.  How many times 

have we gone to the sacrament feeling 

like we werenôt worthy to untie the Lord 

Jesusô sandal strap because of our sin, 

and when we walk out, having done the 

work, putting ourselves in right relation 

with Jesus and ourselves, were cleansed 

of our sin and feel free? We fell whole 

and one with those around us i. e. family, 

friends, and those who we live and work 

with in community.  Parents of 2nd 

graders, you have the opportunity to be 

an example to your children. We have an 

example by our humility (not 

humiliation, humility) to grow in our 

relationship with Jesus and welcome him 

even more.  Jesus is the one who came to 

restore us to wholeness, bringing our self

-esteem to a level thatôs realistic and 

humble before him.  May we use the 

opportunity this week to reconcile 

ourselves and come closer to welcoming 

the Lord Jesus into our lives at 

Christmas. 
 

As you read this, I will obviously not be 

at the Reconciliation service, but, 

unfortunately I cannot be there at this 

time and I do miss hearing confessions a 

lot.  Itôs an important ministry we as 

priests do.  I will keep all of you in my 

prayers that night in front of the Blessed 

Sacrament  in the chapel of St Elizabethôs 

hospital. On Tuesday afternoon I have 

another Doctor appointment and if all 

looks healed, I will be able to start 

physical therapy to bend my knee and 

strengthen the muscles that have been 

dormant and stiff for eight weeks.  Again, 

Iôm humbled by your constant prayer, 

cards, visits and notes that you send.  Iôve 

been humbled by this experience in many 

ways, most of all by the ways youôve 

shown me how much you care.  In this 

way, youôve helped me live this Advent 

with patience and hope.  Godôs blessings 

on you all this week and in the weeks to 

come! 

 

Father Kevin Connolly 
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